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I AM
 A SCIENTIST
INTERVIEW
WITH BEENA D B
Tell us about your current role
I work as a Resource Person for the 
Biology laboratories at the School of Arts 
and Sciences, Azim Premji University, 
Bengaluru. In this role, I focus on 
managing the lab, standardising or 
modifying protocols and processes related 
to it, and teaching practicums for biology-
related courses. I am also involved in 
guiding students in group projects. 
What is a typical day at work like? 
Work on the practicums for biology courses 
starts long before an academic term begins. 
Each faculty shares a list of concepts that 
they’d like to design lab exercises for. We 
discuss the concept and potential ideas for 
experiments. This is followed by a search 
for standardised lab protocols from online 
and offline resources. In the next round of 
discussions, we go through these protocols 
I conduct a test-run for 
each protocol to check — 
does it work? Can it be 
completed within the 
time allotted for 
practicums? Does it lend 
itself to group work? Are 
the materials required for 
it easily available?
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